
Think2Thing and Ryerson University Announce Recipients of 
3D Printing Innovation Grants in the Arts

TORONTO – May 26, 2016 - Ryerson University and Think2Thing, a cutting-edge 3D printing atelier 
based in Toronto and co-founded by renowned photographer Edward Burtynsky, today announced the 
recipients of the first grants awarded by the Be3Dimensional Innovation Fund, awarded in the 
category of arts.

Selected by The National Gallery of Canada and Ryerson Image Centre, the recipients are Vancouver-
based Geoffrey Farmer and Duane Linklater, an Omaskêko Cree, from Moose Cree First Nation in 
Northern Ontario who is currently based in North Bay, Ontario.

Along with being recognized as Canada’s best-in-class for showcasing state-of-the-art 3D technology 
to create innovative and exciting new art pieces, the two recipients will be able to draw from a 
$100,000 fund to create works for this project. Once completed, the recipients’ works will be displayed 
at the Ryerson Image Centre and the National Gallery of Canada.

“As an artist myself, I am excited that the Be3Dimensional Innovation Fund will enable Canadian 
artists to experiment with 3D printing technologies and elevate art into the next dimension”, said 
Edward Burtynsky.

Marc Mayer, Director and CEO of the National Gallery of Canada said: “With the founding of the 
Canadian Photography Institute, the National Gallery of Canada has greatly expanded its interest in the 
field of photography in general, well beyond its fine art applications. We are so pleased to help 
Canadian artists explore the new medium of 3D printing, which we see as a burgeoning relationship 
between photography and sculpture following a century and a half relationship between photography 
and painting.”

“The Ryerson Image Centre is excited to showcase new work using 3D technologies by an artist as 
innovative as Duane Linklater" said Paul Roth, Director of the Ryerson Image Centre.

The Be3Dimensional Innovation Fund was established to support Canada’s greatest innovators who are 
pushing the boundaries of 3D printing, scanning and modelling technologies and its application in art, 
medicine, manufacturing, engineering, fashion and design. The Be3Dimensional Innovation Fund will 
allow for Canada’s best to lead the charge into the 3D technological revolution. Funding for this 
inaugural grant has been generously donated by Ryerson University, the Brookfield Institute for 
Innovation + Entrepreneurship and Sabi Marwah. 
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For more information, visit: http://think2thing.com/about-be3dimensional

About Duane Linklater
Duane Linklater is Omaskêko Cree, from Moose Cree First Nation in Northern Ontario and is currently 
based in North Bay, Ontario. He was educated at the University of Alberta, receiving a Bachelor of 
Native Studies and a Bachelor of Fine Arts. Duane attended the Milton Avery Graduate School of Arts 
at Bard College in upstate New York, USA, completing his Master of Fine Arts in Film and Video.

He has exhibited and screened his work nationally and internationally at the Vancouver Art Gallery, 
Art Gallery of Alberta, Family Business Gallery in New York City, the Power Plant in Toronto and a 
recent collaboration with Tanya Lukin Linklater at MOCCA Toronto.

His collaborative film project with Brian Jungen, Modest Livelihood, was originally presented at the 
Walter Phillips Gallery at The Banff Centre in collaboration with dOCUMENTA (13) with subsequent 
exhibitions of this work at the Logan Centre Gallery at the University of Chicago (curated by Monika 
Szewcyyk), Catriona Jeffries Gallery in Vancouver and at the Art Gallery of Ontario (curated by Kitty 
Scott).

About Geoffrey Farmer
Geoffrey Farmer was born in 1967 in Vancouver, British Columbia, where he continues to live and 
work. He attended the Art Institute of San Francisco in 1990-1991, and the Emily Carr College of Art 
and Design in 1992. He combines theatrical techniques such as staging and improvisation to create rich 
and layered works that are open to interpretation and propose multiple alternative narratives. 
Developed over extended periods of time, his sculptures and installations are in a constant state of 
transformation as the artist continues to revisit and alter them.

Over his 20-year career, his works have been shown in numerous solo and group exhibitions, including 
at the Louvre, Paris, the Tate Modern in London, dOCUMENTA (13) in Kassel, Germany, the Migros 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Zurich, the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto, the Art Gallery of 
Alberta in Edmonton, the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, the Vancouver Art Gallery and the 
National Gallery of Canada. 

He is represented by Catriona Jeffries Gallery in Vancouver and Casey Kaplan Gallery in New York. 
Geoffrey Farmer was selected in December 2015 to represent Canada at the 57th International Art 
Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia, in Italy in 2017.
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About Think2Thing
Think2Thing is a leading Canadian privately owned 3D printing atelier based in downtown Toronto 
with a focus on making the highest-end 3D prototyping, modeling, design and manufacturing available 
to Canadian industry. Co-founded by award-winning photographer Edward Burtynsky and designer 
David Didur, Think2Thing combines the best in 3D printing hardware and software with top notch 
technical and design talent to be a true innovation partner to Canadian businesses, creative designers 
and artists in making use of 3D printing to take their products to the next level. For more information, 
visit www.think2thing.com,    Twitter <https://twitter.com/Think2thing>, Instagram 
<https://www.instagram.com/think2thing/> and Facebook <https://www.facebook.com/think2thing.to>

About Ryerson University
Ryerson University is Canada's leader in innovative, career-oriented education. Urban, culturally 
diverse and inclusive, the university is home to more than 41,500 students, including 2,400 master's 
and PhD students, 3,200 faculty and staff, and nearly 170,000 alumni worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.ryerson.ca.

About The Brookfield Institute for Innovation + Entrepreneurship 
The Brookfield Institute for Innovation + Entrepreneurship (BII+E) is a new independent, non-partisan 
institute, housed within Ryerson University, that is dedicated to studying and strengthening the 
country’s innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem.  The Institute’s work includes developing 
innovative, forward-thinking, useful policy advice to support innovation and entrepreneurship; testing 
and piloting programs that have the potential to support the work of innovators and entrepreneurs; and 
performing leadership and advocacy on behalf of innovation and entrepreneurship across the country. 
For more information, visit brookfeldinstitute.ca and follow BII+E on Twitter @BrookfieldIIE.

About The National Gallery of Canada
The National Gallery of Canada is home to the most important collections of historical and 
contemporary Canadian art. The Gallery also maintains Canada's premier collection of European Art 
from the 14th to the 21st century, as well as important works of American, Asian and Indigenous Art 
and renowned international collections of prints, drawings and photographs. In 2015, the National 
Gallery of Canada established the Canadian Photography Institute, a global multidisciplinary research 
centre dedicated to the history, evolution and future of photography. Created in 1880, the National 
Gallery of Canada has played a key role in Canadian culture for well over a century. Among its 
principal missions is to increase access to excellent works of art for all Canadians. For more 
information, visit http://www.gallery.ca  and follow us on Twitter @gallerydotca 
< https://mobile.twitter.com/gallerydotca >
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About Ryerson Image Centre
The Ryerson Image Centre (RIC) exists for the research, teaching and exhibition of photography and 
related media. We are an active partner within the academic fabric of Ryerson University, the cultural 
network of greater Toronto, and the national and international artistic community. We develop rigorous 
yet inclusive programs for students, faculty, artists, researchers and curators, as well as the general 
public. The RIC boasts three interrelated areas of activity. Our exhibition program addresses topics of 
social, cultural, aesthetic and historical concern from a variety of contemporary perspectives. Our Peter 
Higdon Research Centre conducts and facilitates inquiry into primary resource materials and offers 
workshops, lectures, symposia and publication programs. Finally, we maintain a collection of 
photography spanning the medium’s history, as well as several artist and journalism archives —
including the renowned Black Star Collection of twentieth-century photoreportage.
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